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IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF OSKAR NEDBAL
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Skladatel Oskar Nedbal (26. IlI.
1874 — 24. XII. 1930) patfi k nej-
vyznamnéjsim  Zdkim  Antonina
Dvofdka. Narodil se v jihoceském
Tabofe v rodiné Karla Nedbala, vy-
razné osobnosti kulturniho Zivota
mésta, zakladatele orchestru, ktery
od roku 1877 existuje dodnes (nyni
pod nézvem Komorni orchestr Bo-
lech). Oskar Nedbal s timto télesem
pravidelné spolupracoval jiz od svych
studii na prazské konzervatofi.

Profesiondlni mezinérodni hudeb-
ni kariéru Nedbal rozvijel od devade-
sdtych let 19. stoleti jako violista slav-
ného Ceského kvarteta. Od roku 1906
do vzniku Ceskoslovenské republiky
(1918) plisobil ve Vidni jako dirigent
Tonkiinstlerorchestru. Spolupracoval
téZ s fadou vynikajicich zahrani¢nich
divadelnich a symfonickych orchest-
rii. Vydobyl si renomé svétové uznd-
vaného dirigenta.

Nedbalovy skladby z mladi jsou
vénovany predeviim  komornimu
oboru (pisné, skladby pro klavir,
housle, violoncello) a nepravem stoji
v pozadi jeho pozdéjsi ispésné tvor-
by jevistni. Mezi nejzndméjsi balety
patfi Pohddka o Honzovi a Z pohddky
do pohédky, v Cele operetni tvorby
stoji Polskd krev a Vinobrani.

0d roku 1923 stal skladatel v cele
Slovenského  ndrodniho  divadla
v Bratislavé. PfestoZe vyrazné pozdvi-
hl uméleckou troven tohoto divadla,

financni problémy vyfesit nemohl.
Pod jejich tlakem a vlivem nemo-
ci ukondil sviij Zivot sebevrazdou
v chorvatském Zahfebu. Jeho ostatky
byly z tamniho hibitova Mirogoj pre-
vezeny na prazsky Slavin v roce 2006.

Jméno Oskara Nedbala nesou
ve svém nazvu dveé tdborské instituce
— divadlo a zakladni uméleckd $kola.

MEZINARODNi{ SPOLECNOST
OSKARA NEDBALA
MSON byla zalozena v roce 2011
v Tabofe jako obcanské sdruzeni. Pe-
Cuje 0 odkaz Oskara Nedbala v roviné
hudebné popularizacni i umélecké,
a to v regiondInim, celostatnim i me-
zindrodnim méfitku. Spolupracuje
s taborskymi institucemi — Divadlem
0. Nedbala, ZUS 0. Nedbala, Méstem
Tabor — odborem kultury a cestov-
niho ruchu, Komornim orchestrem
Bolech a Husitskym muzeem.
(Viz www.oskarnedbal.cz)

Oskar Nedbal (26. Ill. 1874 —
24. XII. 1930) was one of the most
important pupils of Antonin Dvorak.
He was born in the South Bohemian
town of Tabor. His father Karel Ned-
bal was a well known figure in the
cultural life of the town and was
the founder of The Philharmonic
Association which has existed since
1877 until the present day. (The
contemporary name is The Bolech
Chamber Orchestra). Oskar Nedbal

collaborated with this orchestra from
the beginning of his studies at the
Prague conservatory.

From the final decade of the
19th century Nedbal was develop-
ing his professional career as the
violist of the famous Czech Quartet.
From 1906 until the creation of the
Czechoslovak Republic (1918) he
was working in Vienna as the con-
ductor of the Tonkiinstler-orchester.
He also collaborated with important

symphonic and theatre orchestras
abroad. He became known as world-
famous conductor.

In his youth Nedbal composed
mainly chamber music (songs, works
for piano, violin and violoncello). Un-
fortunately these pieces overshad-
owed by his later very successful mu-
sic for the theatre. The most popular
ballets are From the Fairy Tale to the
Fairy Tale and The Fairy Tale about
Johnny, and his best-known oper-
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ettas are The Polish Blood and The
Grape Harvest.

From 1923 he was a member
of the management of The Slovak
National Theatre in Bratislava. He
greatly improved the artistic calibre
of the theatre but was not able to
find a solution to its finantial prob-
lems. Under pressure to do so and
afflicted by illness, he commited his
life by suicide in Zagreb, Croatia. In
2006 his remains were taken from
the cemetery Mirogoj in the Croa-
tian capital and were re-interred in
The Slavin cemetery in Prague.

The name of Oskar Nedbal fea-
tures in the title of two Tabor institu-
tions — the theatre and the music and
art school.

THE INTERNATIONAL
OSKAR NEDBAL SOCIETY
The International Oskar Nedbal

Society was founded in Tabor in 2011.
It promotes Nedbal s heritage in The
(zech Republic and internationally. It
collaborates in Tabor with The Oskar
Nedbal Theatre, The Oskar Nedbal
Music and Art School, the local De-
partment of Culture and Tourism, The
Bolech Chamber Orchestra and The
Hussite Museum.

For more details see
www.oskarnedbal.cz
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1 RODNY DOM

Skladateliiv rodny diim se nachdzi
v Palackého ulici naproti budové di-
vadla. Oskar se zde narodil 26. bfezna
1874 v hudbymilovném prostiedi
advokata Karla Nedbala, ktery stdl
u zrodu taborského Filharmonického
spolku. Toto téleso (nyni pod ndzvem
Komorni orchestr Bolech mésta Tabo-
ra) existuje od roku 1877 doposud.
Oskar s nim mnohokrdt vystupoval
jako houslista, violista i dirigent.
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Rodina Nedbalovych pfijimala vy-
znamné navstévy zuméleckého svéta
v éele s Antoninem Dvorakem.

OSKAR NEDBAL'S
BIRTHPLACE

Oskar Nedbal was born on
26. March 1874 in a house opposite
the theatre on Palackého Street. His
fater, a lawyer and music-lover Ka-
rel Nedbal, was one of the foundors
of the Tabor Philharmonic Associa-
tion. This orchestra (now The Bolech
Chamber Orchestra) has been in
existence since 1877. Oskar Nedbal
performed with this orchestra many
times as a violinist, violist and con-
ductor. A lot of leading figures in
international cultural life (encluding
Antonin Dvorak) visited the Nedbal
family.
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2 DIVADLO 0. NEDBALA

V  dobé
stdla na misté dnesniho divadla
Prazskd brana s pfilehlou sypkou
na obili, jejiz prizemi slouZilo jako

Oskarova  narozeni

divadelni a koncertni sil. Obé
budovy byly pozdéji zbourany
a 4. prosince 1887 bylo slavnostné
otevieno Méstské divadlo, jehoZ in-
teriér je inspirovan prazskym Narod-
nim divadlem. K historické budové
byl v roce 1965 pfipojen sousedni
diim a divadlo bylo rozsiteno o novy
velky sdl a dalsi pfilehlé prostory. Od
90. let 20. stoleti nese divadlo
ve svém ndzvu jméno slavného skla-
datele. V letnich mésicich je v jeho
budové oteviena Sifi Oskara Nedbala.

5 THEOSKARNEDBAL

THEATRE

At the time of Nedbal’s birth
The Prague Gate stood where the
contemporary theatre building now
stands. A granary next to The Prague
Gate had been used as a theatre and
concert hall. Both buildings were lat-
er demolished. On 4. December 1887
the new theatre inspired by the archi-
tecture of The Prague National Thea-
tre was opened. On 1965 the theatre
was extended into an adjoining
house and a new great hall and other
rooms were created. Since the 1990s
the theatre has borne the name of
the composer. The new Oskar Nedbal
Memorial Hall is open there regularly
in summer time.

3 STRELNICE

Jako ¢len Ceského kvarteta (vio-
lista), solista i dirigent taborského
Filharmonického spolku  vystoupil
Oskar Nedbal v rodném mésté mno-
hokrat — v Méstském divadle, v So-
kolovné a nejcastéji v honosném sale
Stielnice. Nedbalovych produkci se
zGcastiiovali i nejvyznamnéjsi umélci
své doby, napf. pévkyné Ema Des-
tinnova i svétové prosluly houslovy
virtuoz  FrantiSek Ondficek. Kroni-
ka Filharmonického spolku hovoii
o frenetickych uspéSich strelnickych
koncertd, na kterych Nedbal Casto
prezentoval i své vlastni skladby.

3 THE STRELNICE

As the violist of The Czech Quartet,
a soloist and a conductor of the Tabor
Philharmonic Association, Oskar Ned-
bal performed in his birthplace many
times — in the theatre, The Sokolovna
and most often in the luxury hall of
The Stfelnice. In Nedbal’s perfor-
mances leading artists — for exam-
ple the singer Ema Destinn and the
violinist Frantisek OndFicek — took
part. The Philharmonic Association
chronicle records the extraordinary
successes of the concerts in The
Strelnice, where Nedbal often con-
ducted his own compositions.

4 ZAKLADNi UMELECKA

SKOLA 0. NEDBALA
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Méstskd  hudebni Skola byla
v Tabofe zaloZena roku 1913. Oskar
Nedbal jeji provoz finantné pod-
poiil v roce 1919. lhned po smrti
skladatele v roce 1930 byla 3kola
pfejmenovana na Méstsky hudebni
lstav Oskara Nedbala. V soucasné
dobé ZUS 0. Nedbala nabizi studium
v hudebnim a vytvarném oboru. Jeji
¢innost neodmyslitelné obohacuje
kulturni nabidku mésta. V 1été 2012
byla do piizemi budovy umisténa
didakticky koncipovand permanentni
vystavka, sledujici skladatelovy vazby
k rodnému méstu.



THE OSKAR NEDBAL
MUSICAND ART SCHOOL
The town music school was
founded in Tabor in 1913. Oskar Ned-
bal finantially supported it in 1919.
Nedbal 's name was encluded in the
title of the school immediately after
the composer’s death in 1930. The
Oskar Nedbal Music and Art School
now offers studies in two depart-
ments — music and art. Its activities
feature in the cultural life of the
town. In summer 2012 a permanent
small exhibition about Nedbal’s
connections with his birthplace was
opened in the school.

4

STARE GYMNAZIUM

Pfed vstupem na prazskou
konzervatof (1885) absolvoval Os-
kar Nedbal dva ro¢niky gymndzia
na tehdejsim Klasternim ndmésti
(dnes Zakladni Skola na Namés-
ti MikoldSe z Husi). V protilehlém
domé C.p. 47 tehdy bydlela rodina
Setunskych. Jan Setunsky zde pro-

vozoval hostinec ,Na staré lékdrmné”,
Jeho dcera Josefina se za Oskara
Nedbala provdala v taborském dé-
kanském chrému na Zizkové namésti
27. srpna 1898. Tou dobou jiz stal na-
proti taborskému vlakovému nddrazi
hotel Slavia, ktery nechal postavit
Josefinin otec.

THE OLD GRAMMAR
SCHOOL AND HOUSE No 47
Oskar Nedbal studied at the Té-
bor grammar school (now an ele-
mentary and secondary school) on
Mikuldse z Husi Square before his
entrance to the Prague conserva-
tory in 1885. The Setunsky family
was living in the house No 47 op-
posite the grammar school. Jan Se-
tunsky had his restaurant there. His
daughter Josefina married Oskar
Nedbal in the dean church on Zizka
Square on 27. August 1898. Jan
Setunsky built the new big hotel
Slavia opposite the railway station
at this time.
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KOSTEL SV. FILIPA
A JAKUBA

Nedbalova prvni Zena Josefina
roz. Setunskd zemfela na plicni cho-
robu jiz pocatkem roku 1903. Syn-
kovi Oskdrkovi byly necelé dva roky.
7. ledna 1903 se konal velkolepy po-

hieb se zadusni msi v kosteliku Sv. Fi-
lipa a Jakuba. Josefininy ostatky byly
ulozeny do rodinné hrobky na pfileh-
[ém hitbitové. 0 patndct let pozdéji byl
do téZe hrobky po boku své matky po-
chovan skladatelGv jediny syn Oskar.
V 60. letech 20. stoleti byl tento tzv.
,stary hibitov” zruSen a pfeménén
na park.

SAINT FILIP

AND JAKUB CHURCH
Nedbal’s  first  wife Jose-
fina died due to a lung illness
at the beginning of 1903. Their
son Oskar was two years old. On
7. January 1903 a great funeral with
a requiem mass in the Saint Filip and
Jakub church took place. Josefina’s
remains were put in the family
tomb near the church. 15 years later
Nedbal s only child Oskar was laid to
rest next to his mother. In the 1960s
the old cemetery was changed into
a park.
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